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1. Bests of the report 

& regard to trte language tteln^ In the 

language In which It was filed, unless otherwise Indicated under this Item. 

I I the International search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the International application furnished to this 
J Authority (Ride 2ai(b)). 

b. Wfth regard to any nucleotide anoVor amino acid sequence disclosed tn the International application, the International search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 
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filed together wfth the tntemationaJ application In computer readable form, 
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the statement that the subsequently furnished wrftten sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure In the 
International application as filed has been furnished. 

the statement that the Information recorded In computer readable form Is Identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished 
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4. Wfth regard to the tine, 

|X| the text Is approved as submftted by the appQcant 

| | the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



Wfth regard to the < 

|T| the text Is approved as submftted by the appQcant 

□ the text has been established, according to Rule 3&2(b), by this Authority as ft appears In Box III. The applicant may, 
wfthh one month from the date of mailing of this trrtemational search report, submR comments to this Authority. 

The figure of the dr awing s to be published wfth the abstract Is Figure Na J 



I I as suggested by the applicant Q None of the figures. 

|X| because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

| | because this figure better characterizes th Invention. 
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1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 7 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 




3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



II 
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III 


□ 


IV 
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V 




VI 
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VII 
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VIII 


□ 



Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations suporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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18/05/2000 



Date of completion of this report 



08.03.2001 



Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining authority: 

European Patent Office - P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 

NL-2280 HV Rijswijk - Pays Bas 
Tel. +31 70 340 - 2040 Tx: 31 651 epo nl 

Fax: +31 70 340-3016 



Authorized officer 
Kergueno, J 

Telephone No. +31 70 340 2369 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/US99/26246 



I. Basis fth rep rt 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of (substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70.17).): 

Description, pages: 

1-17 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1-15 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/4.4/4 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 
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□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
• citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


2-15 




No: 


Claims 


1 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


14 




No: 


Claims 


1-13,15 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-15 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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R It mV 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step 
or industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1.1 US-A-5040680 discloses a container for wetted wipes, comprising a container body 
(3,31), a stationary cover (3) being integrated to said container body, said stationary 
cover comprising one dispensing opening (5) through which the container contents is 
removable, a movable lid (7) which is movably attached to said stationary cover, so as 
to reversibly close said dispensing opening, and wherein a an adhesive foil (35) is 
located between said stationary cover and said movable lid for shipment purposes. 

1 .2 It is implicitly derivable from the use of the container that the adhesive foil is 
intended for preventing desiccation of the wetted wipes, and is therefore inherently gas- 
proof, for providing a gas-tight barrier between the inside and the outside of the 
container. As shipment occurs with the movable lid in the closed position, the disclosure 
reads on claim 1 , thereby depriving an alternative in said claim of novelty, whereby said 
claim does not meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2). 

2.1 WO-A-981 9933 discloses with reference to figs. 1 -4 a container for wetted wipes, 
comprising a container body (1), a stationary cover (2) being removably fitted on said 
container body, said stationary cover comprising one dispensing opening (6) through 
which the container contents is removable, a movable lid (9) which is movably attached 
to said stationary cover, so as to reversibly close said dispensing opening. 

2.2 The subject-matter of claim 1 in one of its alternatives differs from what is known 
from this prior art through the features introduced by the characterising portion in said 
claim, which features aim at preventing a drying out of the wipes over the whole period 
of storage, including actual use of the dispensing container. 

2.3 The same problem as above stated is also addressed in document US-A-5785179, 
and solved by means of sealing means (90), in the form of a separate component, 
located between a container body (22) for wetted wipes and a movable lid (24), said 
means being intended for providing a hermetically sealed environment to prevent 
moisture from escaping from the interior of the container when the movable lid is in the 
closed position. 
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Such sealing means cannot be distinguished over the gas-proof means recited in claim 
1 and fulfill the same function of preventing a drying out of the wipes over the whole 
period of storage. 

2.4 The wetted wipes in WO-A-9819933 are protected prior to use by means of an 
impermeable , tearable laminar seal 4 interposed between the stationary cover and the 
container body. This does not preclude the provision of further means intended to fulfill 
a sealing function during actual use of the dispenser. The skilled person would 
recognise the advantages provided in this respect by the sealing means in document 
US-A-5785179 and would seek to incorporate such means in a similar manner in the 
dispenser known from document WO-A-9819933, thus locating said means between 
the stationary cover and the movable lid and arriving, without the exercise of an 
inventive activity, at a container according to claim 1 . For these reasons claim 1 does 
not meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(3), its subject-matter lacking an inventive 
step. 

3, The features introduced by dependent claims 2-12 do not appear to confer an 
inventive step for the following reasons: 

- claim 2; a spring element (flap 11) performing the same function is known in 
combination from the above cited WO-A-9819933; 

- claim 3; the provision of a locking mechanism between for the cover 2 is also 
disclosed in said document (p.3/1.1-4); 

- claims 4,5; these claims further specify the locking mechanism to be of the push- 
button type as generally suggested in the above-cited US-A-5785179 and specifically 
disclosed in document EP-A-0748748 (fig.3b,c, push-button 52 combined with 
protrusions 32,52a); 

- claim 6; a mere alternative for a lid spring, cf. US-A-4513877 (coil spring 27); 

- claim 7; the material is disclosed for the same purpose in the above cited EP-A- 
0748748 (col.6/1.29-45); 
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- claim 8; the separate, peripheral seal component in WO-A-9819933 cannot be 
differentiated over the appellation gasket seal; 

- claims 9,10; silicon elastomers are of common use for sealing purposes, e.g. US-A- 
5459206 (col. 14/1.25-31); these elastomers are curable at room temperature and 
suitable for use for assembly working in production lines (col. 14/1.54-65), whereby the 
laying process according to claim 10 would be considered as normal procedure by the 
skilled person; 

- claims 11,12; an immediate design alternative to claim 10, cf. US-A-2033295 (fig. 5, 
seal 18 for lid 25); 

- claim 13; the flush design of containers is generally known, eg. the above cited US-A- 
4513877, and the further features introduced are to consider as mere design 

alternatives linked to their own benefits and not contributing to the inventive concept 
underlying claim 1. 

- claim 15; an obvious feature of intended use in the technical field concerned. 

It is further commented that besides the features introduced by dependent claims 8-12, 
the further dependent claims are directed to features which do not address a 
development of the inventive concept underlying claim 1 and thus provide their benefits 
independently from each other an from the features of said claim 1 without implying an 
effect of combinatoric nature. 

4. The dispensing container known from the above cited US-A-5040680 comprises a 
stationary cover (3) forming an integral part of the top side of the container body, the 
bottom side (31) being implicitly permanently attached to said top side, whereby the 
dispenser is not intended for refill; should this be considered, then it could appear 
obvious to the skilled person to provide said bottom side with a suitable opening, since 
an introduction through the top side is not readily feasible. However the document 
teaches away from such a refilling option, as disclosing in combination the adhesive 
sealing foil 35, and thus explicitly a disposable, not refillable container. 
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Otherwise termed, the prior container is not intended for cooperation with wetted wipes 
packaged within a flexible pouch which is to be opened prior to a container refill. Similar 
considerations would also apply to the containers disclosed in documents US-A- 
3967756, FR-A-2678910 or the previously cited WO-A-9819933. 

Document DE-A-4241964 discloses a refillable container for wetted wipes having a refill 
opening at the bottom side of the container body, which is closed by a movable cover. 
The document does not however suggest a stationary cover being an integral part of 
the top side of the container body and teaches away from such a feature as providing 
instead a movable lid. The structure of the packaged wet wipes is further not adapted to 
a dispensing through an aperture of a stationary cover. 

Therefore, besides being new, PCT Article 33(2), claim 14 also meets the criteria set 
out in PCT Article 33(3), its subject-matter involving an inventive step. 
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